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Winchester Town Council CGR 
As a result of the proposed restructure of councils within Hampshire, a new Win-
chester Town Council is likely to be formed. It is important to note that effectively it 
will have the same powers as a parish council. In addition to usual parish council  
responsibilities such as maintaining grounds and public bin collections, the new 
town council will have significant other responsibilites such as the Christmas lights 
and the Leisure Centre. 
 

In order for the Parish of Winchester Town to be created, the current Winchester  
Council will be holding a Community Governance Review (CGR) of the unparished 
areas of Winchester. As part of this review there will be a public consultation to 
gather the views of residents. WCC intends to consult all residents of potentially 
affected parishes including Headbourne Worthy.  
 

Once the final form of the consultation is known, HWPC will distribute further infor-
mation to all households for residents to consider. HWPC does not currently believe 
that it would be in the best interests of Kings Barton residents to become part of a 
new Parish of Winchester Town as will be explained in the fact sheet. HWPC would 
welcome the unparished area of Kings Barton into the present parish and believes it 
is important for all of Kings Barton to be in one, recognised, community.  
 

KBRA will be holding its AGM on the 12th November at Barton Farm Primary School 
at 7:30pm where HWPC Chair, Cllr Hamblin will speaking on this topic during the 
meeting alongside some Winchester City Councillors. 

Food Waste Collections Comes to Winchester  
Households across Winchester will soon benefit from weekly food waste recycling collections from Winchester City Council. Starting in 

October, the service will be launched in phases with parts of Kings Barton starting in October and Headbourne Worthy in November 

though some residents on Springvale Road will find their collection won’t start until March. You can find your collection date on 

my.winchester.gov.uk/icollectionday/collection-day by entering your postcode.  
 

Collections will take place weekly on residents’ usual bin day (though not necessarily at the same time as different vehicles will collect 

respective waste). Households will receive everything they need to start recycling food waste up to three weeks before their collection 

starts, including a small counter top caddy and a starter pack of caddy bin liners. Biodegradable and compostable caddy liners are avail-

able at most supermarkets and online. This new service is able to collect both raw and cooked food for recycling.  

 

Food waste currently makes up around 30% of each household’s general waste bin and 

being able to recycle this waste significantly reduces the amount sent for incineration. 

When food is disposed of in landfills it creates methane which contributes to green-

house gas emissions. Alternatively, many councils, like WCC, are now turning to AD 

(anaerobic digestion). AD is a biological process that breaks down the food waste and 

converts it into clean and green biogas thereby generating energy. The remaining 

sludge, otherwise known as digestate, benefits farming as it is used as a nutrient-rich 

fertiliser. The AD process produces less greenhouse gas emissions than composting 

food waste. 



Nuns Walk Improvements 

Traffic along Down Farm Lane has been steadily increasing, even more so with 

the roadworks relating to the M3 junction 9 improvement project and the A34. 

Furthermore, the lane is too narrow in a number of places with no possibility of 

widening it. It is therefore fair to say that the lane is unsuitable for the high 

volume of traffic it is currently subjected to.  
 

Local residents have, on a number of occasions, requested HWPC to consider 

how the speed and quantity of traffic using the road may be reduced. Indeed, 

in 2022 HWPC set up a Working Group of local residents and councillors who, 

together, have not only considered how this problem could actually be resolved 

but have also provided ways forward that could be proposed to HCC.  
 

As a result of working with the HWPC, the County Council was prepared to de-

velop the idea of a modal filter that would effectively close the road to through 

traffic with the exception of walkers, cyclists and horseriders. The illustration demonstrates the proposed position of the modal filter. 

Vehicles would only be able to go as far as the turning to the A34 underpass. To access the Headbourne Worthy village from the 

Three Maids roundabout, vehicles, would need to travel via Welhouse Lane. A new improved Andover Road/Wellhouse Lane junction, 

agreed by HCC and due to be installed by CALA, will make this intersection much smoother and safer than it currently is.  
 

This proposal will have the added benefit for residents of providing a safe cycle route to the golf academy and even a safe route for 

dog walking.  
 

The funding for the modal filter system project will be provided by HWPC from CIL (community infrastructure levy) and via grants 

from other bodies. For the project to proceed, permission and support from HCC is required. HWPC needs to hear your views on this 

proposal as HCC will only allow the project to progress if it can be shown that there is sufficient community support.  
 

HWPC has set up a short survey on Survey Monkey— https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P97VDNG.  It would be appreciated if you 

could answer a few questions and add your own comments. The link is also available on HWPC’s website under the ‘News’ section. 

The survey will be open until 19th December 2025. 

Proposed Down Farm Lane Modal Filter Scheme 

Hampshire County Council has now taken full responsibility for the improvement of this popular path and 

all the funds raised by the HWPC have been transferred to the County Council. The area earmarked for 

this project is where the path borders the Nature Reserve as it heads in the direction of Winchester. Here 

the path is badly degraded and is in danger of falling into the waterway.  
 

The County Council is now at the stage of appointing contractors to undertake this project. Due to sensi-

tivities in the natural environment, the contractors will be required to obtain licenses from the Environ-

ment Agency, the life cycle of floral and fauna must be considered and will dictate when the work can be 

undertaken. The initial stage of the licence application can take up to 12 weeks. 

Lest We Forget  
On this Remembrance Sunday, 9th November the service at St Swithuns will start at 11:15am. The service will 

be held outside by the War Memorial and will comprise of the laying of wreathes, the reading out names of 

the fallen, the lowering of the RBL Standard and the playing of the Last Post. A Silence will be held and the 

Rouse/Reveille played.  
 

The congregation will then be invited to adjourn inside for the rest of the service. Everyone is welcome to 

attend both parts of the remembrance service, those who do not normally come to Church may prefer to 

attend just the initial part of the service. 



Kings Barton Developments 

HWPC has recently purchased and installed new community furniture for all to enjoy.  You will 

find the new bench and picnic table alongside the path in the 

Wellhouse Woods open space between Cobbe Close and Win-

chester Mews.  
 

Although the smart furniture looks convincingly made of 

wood, the material is actually very robust recycled plastic 

which will last a long time. This area is a popular with dog 

walkers and HWPC hopes that these new pieces will encour-

age residents to stop a while and enjoy the lovely views. The picnic table is accessible with room 

to pull up a wheelchair or pushchair to the table side. 

Take a Seat and Enjoy the Views                

The Playgrounds  
Before Meadowside Park, the playground opposite Granadiers Road, is transferred to HWPC, work 

will be undertaken by CALA on the safety matting which lays underneath the play equipment. This 

will be followed by a final inspection to resolve other issues (including the clanging gate). The 

maintenance, inspections and bin emptying have all been organised to ensure a smooth transfer.  
 

New equipment is to be installed in Greenfields Park. Though the playground was designed for 

younger children, it was felt by HWPC, residents and the Barton Farm Friends that older children, 

who use the park, need more challenging equipment. 
 

The 2A MUGA  has been named Copper Beech Park, by residents in recognition of the planting of 

25 copper beech trees on the ridgeway in 1981 by a local couple to mark their 25th wedding anniversary. A celebration stone 

marking the happy occasion can be found in park grounds. A charming story and suitably fitting for a park enjoyed by many.  

The growing Kings Barton community is set to take a major step forward and preparations are well underway for the opening of 

the new Community Building, anticipated in winter 2026.  
 

A new charity – Kings Barton Community Building CIO – is being established to manage the building. This charitable trust will be 

responsible for running and maintaining the facility, ensuring it becomes a lasting asset for residents. A board of trustees is cur-

rently being appointed to help shape the building’s future 

and its role within the community.  
 

The centre will be a flexible space to host indoor sports such 

as badminton and yoga, alongside meetings, fairs, pop-up 

shops, and community events. These activities will generate 

income to support the building’s upkeep, help keep hire 

costs affordable, and in time, create a fund for wider pro-

jects that benefit the Kings Barton community. 
  

CALA will be installing solar panels on the roof to help re-

duce the building’s utility costs and carbon footprint. If you 

are interested in becoming a trustee or can volunteer with 

tasks that are required in setting the centre up and have rel-

evant skills or experience to offer, please contact the Clerk at 

clerk@headbourneworthy.org.uk. 

Community Building 



It is said that politicians love a hard hat picture. But the truth is that a hard hat 

and safety glasses are not very flattering!  
 

Employees at a food waste processing plant that I visited have my complete re-

spect. Not an easy environment to work in, their value to us is immeasurable.  
 

 Managing our waste is an essential part of your Council services.  At present, 

your district council collects your waste and recycling and HCC disposes of it. Each 

authority includes the cost of the service in your council tax. These arrangements 

will change when the unitary authorities have responsibility for both functions.  
 

As we near local government reorganisation, the first in fifty years, all councils in 

Hampshire will need to work together for a seamless transition for the sake of 

our residents. As a ‘double hatter’ representing you on both councils, I feel uniquely placed to understand the subsequent 

challenges that the unitary authorities will face, including those well publicised. HCC is due to send out another consultation 

on school transport. If you pay for a ‘spare capacity’ space, these are at risk of being axed. 
 

I have taken a special interest in Autism services, which HCC looks at regularly, and sought a regular update from the NHS to 

Children’s Services. The number of children awaiting ‘diagnosis’ continues to exceed the number receiving them.  Their report 

came to the Children’s Select Committee in October. Today we recognise that no two people with autism experience life in the 

same way. We don’t know why numbers seeking diagnosis are increasing but it is recognised that improving outcomes for our 

autistic population, their families and schools requires a whole system approach and cannot be delivered by any organisation 

in isolation. I have been campaigning for related better teacher training and I’m pleased this is now gaining traction. Despite a 

paradigm shift in approach, there’s still more to do. The NHS offers help for parents of children at a drop in on the first 

Wednesday of every month at the ARC, Winchester. Contact me or CAMHS if you’d like to know more. 
  

Good news! The County Councillor grants scheme has been restored for this year. There are tighter rules: total grant pot is 

£5K, each grant maximum is £1,000, and it cannot support ongoing costs, deadline is 25th February for submission. Any charity 

which serves residents in the Itchen Valley division is open to apply: search County Councillor Grant on hants.gov.uk 

Jackie’s County Corner                                 Jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk  

Bits and Pieces of News 

If you would like to contact the Parish Council, please contact the 

Clerk, Belinda Baker—clerk@headbourneworthy.org.uk 

The Parish Council has updated its website, www.headbourneworth.org.uk, introducing 
new sections to illustrate additional information as to what HWPC is responsible for and 
how it is managed. Please sign up for the email alerts from the website which will bring 
information from the news section and events straight to your inbox. Grants are available 
from HWPC for all types of community and local start up groups, especially those that 
would like to use the upcoming community building for meetings/activities.  The M3 Junc-
tion 9 section of the website has links to updates from the contractors with the news sec-
tion giving notices of the impending road closures. This section is updated as and when  
HWPC is furnished with news of the project. If you have a local event that you would like 
publicised, the event section of the website is an excellent means of getting your events 
news out to the community. If you are interested in getting your fingers green, there are a 

few allotment plots available (now and into the New Year) at the Springvale Road site, please email the Clerk for further information. 
The HCC Recycling Centre on Bar End Road, S023 9NP is the place to take your household waste items that do not fit into your collection 
bins. Fly tipping is illegal and HWPC has to arrange and fund (via council tax precept) the removal of items that have been discarded on 
public land. A big thank you to KBRA and all the volunteers that recently helped clear Kings Barton of litter.  KBRA events are a great 
way to join together with others in your community and to make a difference, much appreciated by all. 
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