County Councillor Report for September 2025

August is generally a ‘no meeting month’ at HCC, but there have been several meetings about Local
Government reorganisation.

The County was originally happy to be part of the consortium of 15 ‘SHIP ‘Councils- Southampton,
Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and the 11 districts, but then decided to consult with KPMG to
look at whether HCC could ‘host’ a new unitary authorrity.But the costs just don’t add up: it states that
the cost of running the new unitary councils would be £80m more than currently: this is not proven in
any way, and it doesn’t satisfy the residents’ stated aims. Residents just want to know that the
services they use are efficient, effective ,accessible and reliable. This has become less the case in the
last few years as the costs of social care build out,

Residents tell us that we need unitaries which are large enough to have the expertise and
finances needed, but small enough to understand the problem-and care.

Decisions on transport were taken over the summer, and one consequence is the closure of the
taxi dial a ride service from the 1 September 2025. Booking a taxi instead of getting on a bus is not
a popular option, even though the costis the same, but the hours of operation were limited and so this
service had declined badly.

Itis illegal for a private bus service to undercut a public service vehicle. The ‘free ride‘ service on
the Park and Ride buses from Winchester to the Leisure Centre was putting other services atrisk, and
so unfortunately the free element for Leisure Centre users will be stopped.

Hampshire County Council has a role in the Planning Function, both with the county
applications and the city/SDNP based ones.

Unfortunately several applications in my division have exposed a serious weakness in the system.
HCC has ateam which approves traffic schemes and thus agrees in principle a planning permission
on the condition that an S278 scheme is built out to accommodate the traffic and the non motorised
movements too. This could include smallitems such as Parking spaces, road widening, yellow lines,
cycle and bus lanes, tracking, through to new roads, junctions, speed limits and bridge work etc.

The Ecogen application is one such example. The Road Recycling Plant at Three Maids Hill is another.

Despite the public (and me) objecting to the road schemes, HCC highways did not object. But after
approval was given, the S278 team said the plans were inadequate and unsafe and wouldn’t allow the
developments to be built out as agreed as part of the permission!

The Ecogen application 23/01388/HCS was approved at committee on the 15 November 2023.

This was despite the following comments recorded by the officer:-

The paper stated:

The development is not in accordance with Part C of Policy 10 (Protecting public health, safety and
amenity) of the Hampshire Minerals & Waste Plan (2013) and Policy DM20 (Development and Noise)
of the Winchester City Council Local Plan Part 2 Development Management and Allocations (2017) as
it has not been demonstrated that the proposed increase in Heavy Goods Vehicle movements would
not have an adverse impact on residential and neighbouring amenity by reason of Heavy Goods
Vehicle-related noise and disturbance.

5. With the exception of the local County Councillor and Kings Worthy and South Wonston Parish
Councils who are recommending refusal and/or objecting to the proposal all other consultees raise no
objection to the proposal.

6. Key issues raised are: ® Impacts to highway safety, pedestrian safety and highway capacity due to
the proposed increase in HGVs to and from the site; and ® Impacts to the setting of Lovedon Lane and



Stoke Charity Road, the countryside and public amenity due to the proposed increase in HGVs
traveling to and from the site.

| am just about to hold our 8" Liaison committee with Ecogen. We are now in September 2025,
approx. 22 months later, and there is still no clear way forward. | have asked questions at Council, of
the Executive managing this portfolio and | know internal conversations have taken place.

This has also happened at the Taylor Wimpey site in Alresford .

And the Traffic Regulation Orders for Micheldever and Wonston Parish (South Wonston, Micheldever,
East Stratton) and Alresford (New Farm Road etc) were agreed in Jan 2025, but final papers are still
awaited for informal consultation: not even implementation!

This is not the way to operate Planning and Highhways Department for developers, but at present, we
are all dependent on HCC for this work stream. Roll on Unitaries!

I have had some requests for No Call zones- and will pursue accordingly. However since raising it,
HCC seem not to be processing any more NCCZ’s. | will be asking why. Neighbourhood Watch is
recommended as an alternative- but the two don’t perform the same function for residents,
particularly groups of vulnerable residents. You can look up the list of cold call zones on hants.gov.uk.

Don't forget - the National Emergency Alert test will be happening on the 7" of this month.

The UK government is testing the system on Sunday 7 September 2025 at 3pm.

Your mobile phone or tablet will vibrate and make a loud siren-like sound, even if it’s set on silent.
The alert message will confirm this is a test and that you do not need to take any further action.

The Itchen Valley Parish Council and | meet with the M3 junction 9 developer monthly to assess
progress related to their Parish and the ltchen Valley [my] division.
There are a series of closures in September and October- already on One.Network, dates as follows:-

Date Which road Reason
16/17 September, 8pm-6am A34 southbound from Vegetation and A34 works
Bullington X to A33 Cart and
Horses
17 Sept, 9pm-6am M3 n’bound 9-8 vegetation
18/19 September, 9pm-6am M3 s’bound 8 and 9 diversion
22/23 Sept overnight A272 Spitfire Vegetation clearance
27/28/29 September 9pm-6am | M3 s’bound entry slip Vegetation clearance
20/21/22/23 October M3 n’bound exit slip Vegetation clearance
27/28 October M3 n’bound, jn 9 and 8 Vegetation clearance
diversion

Finally, | attach a CAMHS poster — please put one up near your home or at your meeting place if you
can: this is a wonderful drop-in service and from this , they offer events discussing extra specialist
sessions for parents too. (eg neurodivergence, anxiety, anorexia and other eating disorders, ADHD etc)

Cllr Jackie Porter : tel/text 07973 696 085 email: jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk
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Hampshire Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Services

HAMPSHIRE CAMHS

INFORMATION &
ADVICE SESSION

YOUNG PERSON'S
MENTAL HEALTH
10am - 2pm
The Arc, Jewry Street
Winchester, SO23 8SB
g 1

This is an opportunity for
parents/carers, professionals
or young people to come

and chat to our CAMHS 7 May 3 September
clinicians, ask questions, 4 June 1 October
get advice and resources. 2 July 5 November

6 August 3 December

Bookable slots available via
our website or just drop in.

hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk






