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M3 Junction 9 Improvements

This much needed project to separate local and motorway traffic at
the junction will introduce new free-flowing slip roads to connect the
M3 and A34 in both directions thereby reducing congestion. Further-
more, the project will include new and improved Public Right of Way
routes. Due to the on-going work on the roundabout, footpaths have
had to be closed until the new bridge is opened. The aim is to com-
plete the bridge as soon as possible, in the meantime, there are foot-
path diversions, details of which are on HWPC’s website. Work under- —
taken on the M3 central reservation has been in preparation forthe =

next phase of traffic management which is to move traffic into con-
traflows in order that work can commence on the building of the
new gyratory structures as well as the A34/M3 underpasses.

This is a project that will affect the whole community as it unfolds.
HWPC can raise concerns with the contractor and Clir Porter has
been successful in persuading Volker Fitzpatrick (the contractor) to
use the A303/M3 diversion route during southbound A34 road

closures. The work is expected to be completed during the summer of 2028. Road closures are posted on the News section
on HWPC website (www.headbourneworthy.org.uk/news) when they are made available. If you sign up for news alerts the
information will come straight to you inbox.

Become a Trustee for Kings Barton Community Building

The Kings Barton Community Building is due to open in late spring/early summer
next year. HWPC has taken the decision that that the most appropriate vehicle for
managing the building is a separate organisation with charitable status. HWPC is
starting the process of setting the charity and is seeking up to 6 trustees to run the
organisation when the Community Building is ready to be transferred from CALA.
The charity’s purpose will be to provide a vibrant central hub for the community,
hosting a range of events and activities to support the wellbeing and social benefits
of local people. To build a robust and talented team, HWPC are interested in hear-
ing from individuals with a strong sense of community who can add value from ex-
periences in areas such as business and community development, finance, human
resources and entertainment. The vacancies are on a voluntary basis and trustees
would be expected to attend meetings spread across the year. In addition there
maybe some committee work. If you are interested being involved, please contact the Clerk at clerk@headbourneworthy.org.uk.
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Down Farm Lane Improvements

The M3 junction 9 upgrade work, in addition to any adhoc traffic incidents on the
A34, has noticeably increased the traffic flow through Down Farm Lane. HWPC has
asked HCC to consider installing a modal filter to prevent traffic being able to ac-
cess the full length of the lane.

The Council is awaiting the proposals regarding the lane and these will be consid-
ered at the July meeting of the Headbourne Worthy Committee. Once the plans
are made available, the Committee will engage with Headbourne Worthy resi-
dents and other stakeholders to obtain their views and understand any concerns.
This is an important project that potentially will make a positive change to the
Headbourne Worthy environment and the Committee will want to ensure that the
best solution is achieved. Please subscribe to the News section of HWPC's website
where any announcements will be posted.

St. Swithun’s Church—Did you know?

St Swithun’s church is a grade 1 listed building which hides within it a “treasure of interna-
tional status” according to Simon Jenkins in his book “England’s Thousand Best Churches”.
The treasure is the Saxon rood. Originally constructed by the Saxons before the Norman
conquest, the church’s primary purpose was to act as a place of worship for pilgrims walk-
ing the pilgrimage way to Winchester to visit the shrine of St Swithun. The Saxon rood is a
vestige of its early history.

The rood was badly defaced during the Reformation. Its importance lies in the fact that it
is a rare surviving example of religious carving from the Saxon era. If you look carefully at
the rood (which means “cross” or “crucifix” in old English) you can see the central cross
(Christ) flanked by what would have been figures of the Virgin Mary and of St John.

The rood is accessed via the vestry door, at the west end of the church. Go through the vestry door and turn around to face the door.
The rood is above it. The church is locked and unlocked by local volunteers. It is open between 10am and 4pm until 25th October.

Reporting Anti-Social Behaviour

Being a victim of anti-social behaviour can have a distressing impact on your
daily life. If you have any concerns, please do get in touch with the neighbour-
hood police team on 101/999 or report incidents online at
www.hampshire.police.uk. Noise nuisance can be reported to environmental
health at WCC. Where applicable, please do raise concerns with your Housing
Association’s neighbourhood officer. It is highly recommended that diary notes
are made detailing the date, time, nature of the ASB incident and, importantly,
the detrimental effect this has on the daily life of you and your family. This evi-
dence enables neighbourhood officers and the police to build an accurate pic-
ture of persistent ASB offences. Diary sheet templates may be found on Hous-
ing Association websites or email clerk@headbourneworthy.org .uk who can
also provide these.

Winchester Avenue Roadworks

CALA has a series of remedial roadworks planned along Winchester Avenue. These are necessary to bring
the avenue up to the standard required by HCC as it is an important local road carrying through traffic. The
works will include replacing the street lights, surfacing and flood prevention. The Avenue has been divided
into 3 sections with further works into Manley Road. The initial work at the bottom of the avenue will in-
volve traffic diversions into the adjoining roads, however, it is hoped that work further up the avenue may
be managed only with contraflows. It is anticipated that the work will take place over a period of 33 weeks.
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Kings Barton Developments

Meadowside Park

After discussions with CALA they have agreed to undertake some remedial
works in Meadowside Park to ensure the matting under and around the
equipment is fit for purpose. Once that has been achieved the play area
will be transferred to the Parish Council as the appropriate body responsi-
ble for the upkeep and grounds maintenance going forward.

HWPC also succeeded in getting CALA to install the park’s gate further
along the entrance path to allow those with buggies to access the park
without ending up in the road.

New Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)

HWPC is delighted to see the new MUGA and play area near Bar-
ton Farm school open, being put to good use. This is an exciting
new area for teenagers and older children to use to play team ball
games including basketball and 5 a side football.

Barton Farm Friends arranged and hosted an enjoyable opening
celebration which was well attended and over £400 was raised for
future BFF school projects.

CALA’s final design plans for the 3a section of the development
reduced the size of this MUGA and we have consequently have
made it clear to WCC and CALA that a new full size MUGA needs to
be installed on the open space area near the 4a section of the de-
velopment. This will enable teenagers to play competitive basket-
ball and encourage teams to be formed. HWPC is asking CALA to
install the larger MUGA as a matter of priority.

Kings Barton Bus

HWPC has expressed concern to both CALA and HCC that Winchester Avenue is still not being used by the Kings Barton bus. HCC is
reluctant to alter the bus route until the completion of consecutive scheduled roadworks, maintaining that they are unable to pro-
duce a precise and reliable time table. HWPC is engaging with HCC to ensure that the route can be changed as soon as possible.

Greenfields Park

HWPC will be installing additional play equipment at Greenfields Park. The
park is initially designed for young children and we are aware that any new
equipment would need to be appropriate for an older age group. . The
Council has liaised with Barton Farm Friends, Barton Farm Academy and
KBRA to choose a number of accessible items that will not only challenge
children physically but encourage them to have fun.

Anthem and KBRA

KBRA are due to meet Anthem to discuss ongoing servicing and maintenance management on Monday, 6" October 2025. If
you’re a Kings Barton resident and have any issues or queries relating to Anthem, please do get in touch with KBRA at kings-
bartonra@gamil.com and these will be raised on your behalf.
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Events run by local groups really add value and resilience, indeed they rely on an army
of volunteers to come to fruition. If you could like to become a volunteer, there are lots
of options to explore with local organisations. Budget cuts Play to the Crowd is the all
encompassing name of the Theatre Royal performances, their outreach programme,
and the Hat Fair. The Hat Fair is truly ‘play to the crowd’ and this year the event is for
one day only, the 5th July, with events across Winchester. As part of the budget cuts,
HCC no longer supports funding Play to the Crowd, although WCC continues to do so.
Further budget cuts are being considered including the Councillor's £8000 grant fund.
Good news on the funding front HCC has just been granted £7million for bootcamp
style Adult Education and training, the County Council website has more details.
Crippling Care Costs Causing Constraints The social care costs are proving to a be con-
straint on HCC funding for developing ‘place’ of which the river path improvements in
Headbourne Worthy is one such example. Many such projects have been agreed in
principle, but do not seem to get done or are taking months or even years. Social care costs are high with the system includ-
ing occupational health, daily support, nursing care, transport, carer support, training for independence and more. As the
Local Governance Review (LGR) develops into reality, it is hard to see how any council could balance the books when such
heavy costs of social care are transferred to the unitary authorities.

Please continue to report on potholes and missing junction markings. If you are chasing a report that has not been actioned
within 3 weeks, please quote the original reference in any further ‘report it’ online entries.

Hampshire’s LNRS (Local Nature Recovery Strategy) This is out for consultation in every county with the aim of joining nature
orientated Biodiversity Improvement plans across country. Please go to www.hants.gov.uk/ to have your say.

South Downs National Park Authority is launching a major consultation on the draft Partnership Management Plan 2026-
2031. To have you say before 1 August, please go to www.southdowns.gov.uk.

Free summer children activities If your child has free school meals, they are entitled to free activities places over the sum-
mer, to book these please go to www.hants.gov.uk/News/20250609HAFsummer.

Telecare Landline phones are switching to digital and this could stop telecare services working. If you or someone you know
uses a telecare alarm, you must call the landline provider. https://digitalphoneswitchover.com/telecare/

Employment Opportunity

Once HWPC has taken over the management of Meadowside Park later this year, it has been agreed that the Council will pay for the
park to undergo weekly inspections to check that the equipment is functioning as it should. These will be in addition to and separate
from independent in-depth inspections that will be undertaken by a qualified inspector. HWPC would like these weekly “once over”
inspections to take place to ensure the equipment is kept to the highest standard and is looking to recruit someone to do this work.
The Council also has a vacancy for a refuse collector to empty bins at places owned by HWPC on the development. On a forthightly
basis the rubbish needs to be collected and taken, using a trolley provided to the environmental bin installed by Greenfields Park. It is
hoped that the two roles will be undertaken by the same person. Contact the Clerk at clerk@headbourneworthy.org.uk to discuss
hours and renumeration.

Become involved in the Council’s Committees

In addition to full council meetings HWPC delegates responsibility of matters relating to Kings Barton and old Headbourne Worthy to
two separate Committees. The Kings Barton Committee (KBC) meets on a monthly basis and Headbourne Worthy Committee (HWC)
bi-monthly. If you are interested in becoming a committee member please get in touch the Clerk at clerk@headbourneworthy.org.uk
for further information. HWC has recently welcomed two new members — Annette MacCaul and John Moore. Both have recently
moved to Headbourne Worthy and were keen to become involved in shaping developments in their community.

H ea d bo u rn e If you would like to contact the Parish Council, please contact the
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