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Community Litter Picks 

The Government has put forward proposals to provide greater devolution in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight by creating a Mayor for the 

region.  The Mayor will have new powers to make significant changes to the area and have access to government funding. He/She will 

also be the Police and Crime Commissioner. This means that there will be no local elections this May and the election for the new Mayor 

will take place May 7th 2026.  

The Government is also proposing that there is a merging of the borough and county councils and the unitary authorities of Southampton 

Portsmouth and Isle of Wight, in order to create 4 (with the IoW being separate) unitary authorities in Hampshire each with a population 

of over 500,000. These authorities will deal with the type of matters that the county and borough councils looked after such as roads and 

rubbish collection.  The Government’s proposals also allow for unparished areas (such at Winchester itself) to be given their own Town 

Council.It may well be, though this is yet to be confirmed, that parish councils will take on a more prominent local role because they are 

the only governing bodies dealing with matters at a very local level.  

Hampshire and IoW Devolution 

The Headbourne Worthy Litter pick will be held on Saturday March 29th, 

meeting at Marlands on London Road in Headbourne Worthy, near Taylors 

Corner (the junction with Bedfield Lane) from 10am to noon. Please meet 

here to collect your litter picking sticks and bags for the village spring clean.  

 

Please come equipped with long trousers, suitable footwear and sturdy gar-

den gloves. Christine and Bevis Clarke-Smith are pleased to welcome litter 

pickers to Marlands and will offer you a cup of coffee or tea and a biscuit 

before sending you out to clear an allocated area. Photo opportunity at 

10am! Many thanks to Chris and Bevis. Children are very welcome, but must 

Every spring and autumn, Kings Barton Residents Association (KBRA) organise a litter 
pick across the estate.  Last October, 46 residents braved the rain for a tidy up - our 
best turnout yet! As CALA build out the estate, KBRA need more volunteers to ensure 
that they can cover the whole area.  Litter pickers will be back out on Sunday 6th 
April at 10am. KBRA would love to beat their record.  Please keep an eye on the Face-
book page "Kings Barton Neighbours," or subscribe to the KBRA mailing list by email-
ing kingsbartonra@gmail.com and request to be put on the distribution list. 

be supervised, by a re-

sponsible adult. 

St. Swithun’s Church  
Congratulations to St Swithuns Church for the stunning new roof restoration. This 

beautiful medieval church really is a local treasure with the bell dating back to the 

14th Century.  The project was challenging for all involved as the full extent of issues 

with the roof only became apparent when the work had already started and rotting 

beams were discovered. Indeed, the renovation revealed many materials from past 

building projects. The Church Council is delighted with the result saying that the roof 

should last 200 years.  Do  pop in for a look around this very charming church.  



Nun’s Walk  

The spate of anti-social behaviour, bike thefts, car and shed break ins, burnt out mo-

peds in Kings Barton this winter is of grave concern.  With the help of residents, po-

lice investigations with some arrests have been undertaken and the council contin-

ues to assist the community by working with 3rd parties.  HWPC would like to thank 

residents who provided useful and invaluable intelligence, please do continue to re-

port any known or suspicious activity. The financial burden to HWPC’s public purse 

for the removal of a burnt out moped was £400.  Since January, police patrols in the 

area have become more regular and frequent.  Come and meet your local neighbour-

hood police team at a Crime Prevention and Bike Marking Event at Greenfields Park, 

Ranulph Rd on Wednesday, 26th March 2025 2-4pm.  This is an opportunity to dis-

cuss concerns, pick up crime preventions tips on crime prevention and to register 

your bike on the National Bike Register which assists the police in tracing and retriev-

ing stolen bikes.  In the meantime, PCSO Kerry Croutear relays the following advice: 

Meet Your Local Policing Team 

 

Community Investment Funds 

As a parish council we are mindful that the community sums received from CALA Homes in respect of open spaces transferred to 

HWPC, are retained within the parish to fund future infrastructure projects that will benefit the community.  We have taken a long 

term view in respect of these funds and as such have developed an investment strategy with the aim of capital growth. We have 

appointed Cube Capital Wealth Management as investment managers to the parish council  

'Dear residents, 

As part of your local Neighbourhood Police team we have seen an increase in low level offences in the local area, below is some advice 

that may help to prevent you becoming a victim of crime. Think about different types of lighting, CCTV, video doorbells etc. Ensure that 

your house name/number is visible particularly in the dark so that it can been seen by any emergency service trying to locate your 

home. We do advise the public to choose products that have been tested and certified by Sold Secure and Secured by Design to the 

Police Preferred Specification. A member of The Master Locksmith Association can provide advice on locks, doors and window security. 

Ensure side/back gate, sheds and garages are securely locked, and fencing is in good repair, lock windows and doors. Keep keys out of 

sight and use a Faraday style box for car keys. Keep bicycles locked to a solid structure even in your garage or shed.  We can mark your 

bikes, consider using a Bike Register marking kit (overt or covert types are available). Register your bike for free at Bike Register and/or 

Immobilise. The police use these sites to reunite stolen or lost property with its rightful owner. 

The Dell  
 
The Council has agreed to 

replace the tiny tots’ tunnel 

at the Dell with some “up 

and over climbing equip-

ment”. 

The tunnel had collapsed in 

January and required re-

placing completely.  It was 

recognised that this piece of 

play equipment had been 

costly to maintain over the 

years which was not com-

mensurate with it’s use.  

If the latter is successful, the project budget will increase to 

£196k and work on the path should start in late summer.  
The Council therefore took the opportunity of installing new 

equipment which it is hoped will have wider use.  

The long running proposed 

project to shore up the path 

that runs alongside the Win-

nall Moors Wildlife Reserve 

and prevent it from collapsing 

into the river has received a 

much welcome boost.  Grants 

have been awarded from the 

South Downs NP and HCC  and 

an application hasbeen made 

for funding  from the  City 

Council’s  Community Infra-

structure Levy fund. 



Kings Barton Developments 

Small Pocket Landscaping  
To date, these small pockets of land and flower beds that border many of the Kings Bar-

ton properties have been serviced by Anthem.  HWPC are in discussions with CALA to 

transfer these areas in future building phases them to the PC. As a public body, the council is able to reclaim VAT in respect of 

landscaping services thereby reducing the overall maintenance cost to residents.   

This will comprise two football pitches, outdoor gym equipment, a running track 

and a pavilion with changing room facilities. The pitches will have grass turf sur-

faces which will be laid by a sports grounds specialist company and they will 

need to remain fallow for 1 year after installation.  Drainage systems will be in-

stalled, however, as we live in a temperate climate there will be times when play 

will be limited due to wet ground. Though the football pitches won’t be in use 

until 2027, it is never too early to think about establishing community football 

teams for people of all ages; boys, girls, men, women, retirees, mixed teams. 

Manley Rd Recreation Ground 

We are expecting the section of Winchester Avenue connecting the north and south of the development to be open for vehi-

cle use this April and it will be serviced by the mini bus with an improved timetable.  KBRA, with the support of local parish 

councils, continue to campaign for Andover Road to remain open as the main local trunk road into the city centre.  The pro-

posed Sir John Moore Barracks housing redevelopment will no doubt create an increase in traffic flow through Kings Barton if 

the proposed diversion to Winchester Avenue proceeds.  KBRA have presented a petition with 3300 signatures to both county 

and city councils requesting that Andover Road remains open to all traffic. CALA and county council continue to the plan the 

details of finished surface specifications in respect of the Winchester Avenue.  This has contributed to the delay in the imple-

mentation of the 200 space Park and Ride at the northern end of the development. 

Winchester Avenue to Meet in the Middle 

Governance  
The Monitoring Office at Winchester City Council formally wrote to HWPC in the autumn to confirm that there would not be a 

community governance review for Kings Barton until well over 50% of the development is occupied. This is in line with good 

practise as the auditors recommends that a community be asked if it would like to become its own parish at around 90% occu-

pancy thereby ensuring decision is robust and democratic.  Whilst the parish council accepts this, a review on the permitted 

number of councillors was sought due to the parish now having a significantly higher population and a work-in-progress large 

housing estate.  Despite existing councillors taking on a greater workload, this review request was declined.  It is possible, how-

ever, that with devolution the border anomaly at least will be settled bringing all of Kings Barton under the same parish. Current-

ly, several homes and some open space in the south/south west of the development are situated over the boundary line. 

Community Building 
Residents can expect this focal point of the community to be completed 

and ready for use by the second quarter of 2026. It will be an ideal spot 

for a variety of functions such as children’s parties and local clubs. It will 

also be used a polling station where residents will finally be able to exer-

cise their right to vote on their doorstop.  



The Bus Service Improvement Programme grant of just over £13million is an ongoing pro-
gramme aiming to return bus travel services to at least pre Covid  19 levels.  
 
I am really concerned for those residents living in communities who do not have a local sur-
gery. If you require access to medication and vaccinations from a community pharmacy, please 
note that the consultation deadline for the tri Yearly Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment is 21st-

March. Go to Hants.gov.uk and click on the “Have your Say” link.   
 
The county council revenue budget deficit of around £100m per annum has been reduced us-
ing reserves, in addition there are mounting Special Education Needs (SEND) debts from the 
Government since 2018. By 2026 the projected debt will be £312m. The Government has an-
nounced plans which could reduce this.  Additional spending cuts to services are now being 
reviewed.  Further items under the Savings Programme 2025 will be announced and consulted on as from 12th March.  The 
Holidays Activities Fund is to be continued by Government-and delivered through county council which is great news. 
  
Education related transport costs for young people aged 16-25 years are being reviewed. The 1946 law is clear that SEND chil-
dren and those on free school meals are fully entitled to free transport to age 16. A grant for ages 16-19 is usually made availa-
ble to youths with an EHCP and those on free school meals. It does not include arrangements for transporting multiple children 
at one time. A current scheme providing expenses for parents taking their own child to school will be extended. One proposal 
was to charge parents 30% of the cost, given the average cost of EHCP transport is £12K per year this would be a significant 
outlay. Councillors have challenged this but it has been decided that the public consultation on this and proposed cuts will go 
ahead running from 12th March to the 7 May.  In the reconsideration of school transport costs, free transport for 11-16 year 
olds is also under threat. 
 

Jackie’s County Corner 

 

Acorn Bioenergy — Generating Renewable Biomethane  

At Three Maids Hill roundabout, just above the Instavolt re-charging facility, a promising 
new green energy venture is being constructed. The facility, built by Acorn Energy, is due 
to open in the coming months with the first green biomethane gas produced this sum-
mer. It will produce enough green gas to heat more than 9,000 homes, providing green-
house gas emissions savings equivalent to taking more than 15,000 cars off the road or 
planting 1.2 million trees.  
  
The technology being utilised is well developed. In the UK, there are over 1,000 digest-
ers in operation, with the majority being on farms. Across continental Europe, especially 
in Germany and Spain, there are about 7,000 sites.  In the UK the process is overseen by 
the Environment Agency. 
  
The process is a natural one, where organic materials, such as agri-based waste and ro-
tational feedstocks are broken down by microbes in an oxygen-free environment to pro-
duce biogas. The gas is then upgraded to biomethane and either injected into the na-
tional gas network or used as a renewable fuel for heavy goods vehicles (HGVs).  

  
The facility also generates green CO₂ for use in sustainable industries and generates nu-
trient-rich bio-fertiliser as a byproduct. This can be used on local farms providing an or-

ganic replacement for carbon-intensive synthetic fertilisers 

If you would like to contact the Parish Council, please contact the 

Clerk, Belinda Baker—Clerk@Headbourneworthy.org.uk 


